
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

FINAL ORDER No. 91-138

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

VAN WATERS & ROGERS INC.
2256 JUNCTION AVENUE
SAN JOSE
SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called
the Board) finds that:

1. Site Location and Description Van Waters & Rogers Inc. (VW&R, also described as the
discharger). located in San Jose, is a commercial chemical storage, handling, and
distribution facility. The 13.7 acre VW&R facility, at 2256 Junction Avenue, is located in
a zoned commercial/industrial area, about three miles north of downtown San Jose and
about nine miles southeast of San Francisco Bay.

Major topographic relief features include the Diablo Range to the east and the Santa Cruz
mountains to the west. Nearby surface drainage features include Coyote Creek, which
flows within 1,200 feet to the east of the site and the Guadalupe River which flows
within about 6,000 feet to the west. Both of these drainage features flow north to San
Francisco Bay (Figure 1).

2. Site History Prior to 1975, the land that the site now occupies was used for agricultural
purposes. In 1975, VW&R purchased the property and the facility was constructed;
operations began in 1976. Principal operations and activities at the site include bulk
chemical transfers between tank trucks, railroad tank cars, and underground storage
tanks; chemical storage in drums and underground tanks; chemical blending, packaging,
and distribution; and rinsing of containers.

The facility contains 37 underground storage tanks with capacities of 6,000 and 10,000
gallons (Figure 2). Fourteen tanks have been taken out of service and are now kept
empty. VW&R presently uses, or has used in the past, 36 of the tanks to store the
following industrial chemicals: 1,1, 1-trichloroethane (TCA), methylene chloride,
tetrachloroethylene (PCE), selected aliphatic hydrocarbons, aromatic hydrocarbons
(including xylene and toluene), ketones, glycols, and alcohols. One tank is used to store
diesel fuel.

Subsurface investigations initiated at the site in December 1982 revealed the presence of
various industrial chemicals in the soil and groundwater at the facility. These chemicals
included TCA, trichloroethylene (TCE), PCE, 1, 1-dichloroethane (DCA), 1,1- and 1,2­
dichloroethylenes (DCE), methylene chloride, vinyl chloride, toluene, xylene, ketones, and
alcohols. The highest concentrations are located north of the open dock, in the vicinity of
the underground tank farm and in the area where most chemical handling occurs or has
occurred.














































































